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Editorial

Lindbergia is turning a new page…

Open Access journals has become widely accepted within the scientific community. Open Access means that the arti-
cles in a journal are available for free download in digital format for anyone who shares an interest in the topic. There 
is evidence that papers published in so called Open Access journals are more frequently read and cited than papers in 
traditional journals. It is also increasingly common that publicly funded research foundations require that researchers 
should publish in Open Access journals in order to increase the accessibility of results.

It is therefore my pleasure to announce that the owners of Lindbergia, the Nordic Bryological Society (NBS) and the 
Dutch Bryological and Lichenological Society (DBLS), have agreed to a new publishing strategy for Lindbergia, which 
means that the journal from now on will be run as an Open Access journal! 

The scope of the journal will remain unchanged. Submitted manuscripts will be subjected to peer review and pub-
lished promptly after acceptance and final editing. One important concern has been the question how to publish papers 
with nomenclatural changes. However, procedures that ensure electronic communication of nomenclatural changes in 
accordance with the International Botanical Code have recently been devised (Knapp et al. 2010). The subject editors 
of Lindbergia will remain the same, with one exception: we welcome Annika Jägerbrand to the group of subject editors. 
Annika has a broad experience in ecophysiology of bryophytes and topics related to climatic change.

For the time being it will be free for authors to publish in Lindbergia. This is accomplished since the owner societies 
will contribute funding for the costs for electronic publication.

Most of the Open Access journals currently published are covering broad subjects, which means that they tend to 
act merely as archives for manuscripts which are primarily retrieved by clients using search engines. Of course, papers in 
Lindbergia will be equally searchable, but the intention is to take advantage of the fact that Lindbergia also has a well-
defined bryological and lichenological audience. Articles in Lindbergia will be published directly after final editing, but 
we also plan to regularly (2–3 times a year) e-mail a short bulletin to members of the NBS and DBLS with abstracts of 
published papers as well as editorial information. In this way, we hope that Lindbergia as Open Access can maintain a 
function more similar to the earlier printed version.

Finally, I want to point out that older issues of Lindbergia are already available through JSTOR (<http://www.jstor.
org/>), a non-profit organization that is scanning and storing volumes of journals printed before the advent of the digital 
era. JSTOR is available through university libraries and other public libraries.

Push the button now!

www.lindbergia.nu

Nils Cronberg
Editor-in-chief
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